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UTTOXETER TOWN COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL ANNUAL PARISH COMMUNITY MEETING HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY, 5 MAY 2021 AT 7.00 PM 

 
Chair and Town Mayor – Councillor S McGarry 

 
Councillors: M Crutchley,  T Crutchley, D Goodfellow, H Headech, K Hudson, P Hudson, Z 
Krupski, P Lancaster, C Sylvester, L Sylvester, M A Trenery, M Williams. 
 

Non-Council Members: County Councillor D Brookes, nine members of the public and one 
member of the local press were in attendance. 
 

Prior to commencement of the meeting, the Mayor welcomed Members and Members of the 
Public and the Press Representative to the Virtual Annual Parish Community Meeting which was 
being held as in accordance with NALC L01-20 Regulation 5(2) of The Local Authorities and 
Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel 
Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 (which came into force on 4 April 2020 and 
apply to meetings taking place before 7 May 2021.   

It was noted that the meeting, as advertised within the Council’s website, was available via 
https://zoom.us/join and that the Zoom Webinar Meeting ID was 982 4580 0074.  Members and 
Residents without computer access can participate within the meeting by telephoning 0131 460 
1196 and by entering the Meeting ID. 

 

1. CHAIR’S WELCOME  
The Chair welcomed Members and Members of the public and press to the Meeting and 
reported that the meeting was being verbally recorded by the Council as in accordance with 
“The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014”.   

 

2. APOLOGIES 
(a) The Clerk reported that approved apologies for absence had been received from 

Councillors were received from Councillor K Smith.  The Chair reported Borough 
Councillor Allen’s apologies. 

 

RESOLVED that the same be noted and approved. 
 

(b) The Clerk reported that all other Council Members were in attendance at the meeting. 

  

3. MINUTES 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday, 14 May 2019 were confirmed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chair. It was noted that no meeting was held in 2020.   

 

4. TOWN MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Town Mayor, Councillor Sue McGarry made a statement on the activities of the Town 
Council during her extended Term of Office as follows: 

Well where do I start…. In May 2019 not long after the Borough and Parish elections and 

after taking control of both areas the decision to appoint the next Uttoxeter Town Mayor was 

to be considered.  Whilst this was not a box I thought I would ever tick in my lifetime I excepted 

the nomination from my fellow members and willingly took up the position.  During my term 

of officer, the Council has reviewed its policies and procedures, made adjustments and even 

included new policies as this recent year has highlighted extra documents the town council 

required. 

 

A 
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The finances of the Council are in a sound and stable position, and the Council has  

appropriate reserves and moving forward, the Council has produced a budget that will see 

many projects being bought to fruition. I would like to go on record to personally thank the 

hard work of our Clerk/RFO and members of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

for all the decisions made in the background in respect of this outcome. 
 

The Council’s properties have been duly managed despite a difficult year during 2020 and 

maintained as required.  We welcomed new tenants in 32 Carter Street and 19A High Street 

and hopefully now that the High Streets are fully reopened, they will start to see their 

individual businesses flourish. 
 

Residents will have noticed that at present the Council is renovating the Samuel Johnson 

Memorial which also houses the Jacket Potato business. New repointing, ceiling, flooring and 

units will enhance this business and give the memorial a new lease of life. The Council is 

also looking at reinstating the ‘beacon of light’ on top of the memorial once the renovations 

are complete. 
 

One of the Council’s new assets are the much-needed Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs).  I 

together with the Clerk and Councillor P Hudson have worked tirelessly in the background 

with Staffordshire County Council Officers and the Police to purchase our own SIDs which 

will be situated throughout eight locations within the town on a rolling programme.  We are 

mindful of the excessive speeding issues in our town and are hopeful that the SIDs will help 

alleviate some of the problems we have.  We are looking forward to continuing to work with 

the Police and the Community Speed Watch Team and are awaiting the much-needed data 

which will be downloaded on a regular basis to show the speeding hotspots. 
 

My thanks must go to all members of staff past and present that constantly dedicate their 

time to ensuring we, the Council, maintain a thriving Town Council and again, despite being 

closed for a whole year, this building (the Town Hall) is ready to be reopened and again 

residents will see what has been happening in the background with newly renovated flooring 

in foyers one and two as well as the movement of offices which will generate a business 

office space for hire that can be used by those who have found it best to work from home but 

still want that office environment.  The Council are also in the process, which has just been 

approved to recarpet the main staircase within the Town Hall that leads up to the Alan Dean 

landing and Alan Dean Suite which will refresh our beautiful building for future bookings 

including Weddings, Christenings, parties and other events. Due to the pandemic the Council 

has needed to seek a cleaning company that could offer the Town Hall various levels of 

cleaning in all areas of the building including Covid deep cleans.  I am pleased to say that 

this company have now started in readiness for the venue to reopened. This will encourage 

anyone who wishes to make a booking or event with us that you can do so with confidence 

that this is a safe environment for your chosen event.  
 

Again I would like to thank all members of staff for their commitment and attention to detail in 

maintaining the building to a high level and who are looking at ways to constantly enhance 

the facility.  The Town Hall doors will re-open on the 6 May 2021 for the Elections and with 

the help and support of all members of staff and our newly appointed cleaning company, we 

are confident that everyone who enters the building will be safe. 
 

Our Council members and staff have not stopped during 2020 despite the building being 
closed to the general public.  They have continued to perform their normal daily duties and 
have continued to update their training schedules which have been provided by various 
outside bodies. 
 
The Town Cemetery still continues to thrive and despite being closed due to government 
restrictions for a short time was still a safe haven for residents to reflect and remember their 
loved ones.   
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The Council has continued with its tree planting programme and are in the process of 
purchasing more of the popular above ground level sanctums.  The Council is also looking at 
further future proofing our Cemetery and are at present looking at purchasing a further plot 
of land to extend the grounds further and incorporate a wildflower section to the Cemetery 
which will be a more eco and biodiversity area to lay our loved ones to rest. 
 

The monthly Makers Market continued to thrive although during 2020 this was put on hold 
however; at the end of April we saw a return to some normality as our High Street filled and 
the Makers Market came back to Uttoxeter. The Town Hall indoor Craft and Produce Market 
unfortunately is not operational at the moment however we are hoping that this can be 
restarted at the end of June/July 2021. 
 

2019 saw the Uttoxeter in Bloom campaign where Uttoxeter reigned with a shower of Gold 
Awards. I was proud to represent the Town when we collected those awards but the icing on 
the cake was that Uttoxeter was selected to represent the Heart of England in Bloom Region 
within the Britain in Bloom National campaign.  Sadly judging was postponed due to the 
pandemic. That said, Members of Uttoxeter Town Council, the staff and the many in bloom 
volunteers are continuing to work in the background and we will be ready for the judges when 
they visit our wonderful town. 
 

Since 2019 we have continued to support local Organisations with S137 Sundry Grants and 
we will continue to utilise this fund moving into the new financial year.  
 

Fairtrade Uttoxeter continues to flourish, again despite the pandemic, they have used the 
virtual techniques to meet and discuss the next steps for Uttoxeter to continue to be a 
Fairtrade Town. 
 

During 2019 and albeit it virtual or meeting socially distanced, myself and the Clerk have 
continued to work with the Police Partnership Team working together to ensure safety for all 
residents. 
 

In 2019 we were able to continue with events as normal. My Civic Service was one of the 
highlights at the start of my Mayoral term and I would like to personally thank the many 
Dignitaries, Councillors, family and friends who were able to join me, but this event would not 
have been the highlight if it was without the Fountains Signing Choir who sang and signed 
both in St Mary’s Parish Church and within the Town Hall Ballroom.  
 

I was able to put my not so brilliant dance moves to the test with the wonderful Carol Bradbury 
during some of the fortnightly Tea Dances held within the Town Hall but also at the Strictlee 
Summer Ball I hosted which was such a fun and enjoyable evening.  
 

One of the major events for Uttoxeter in 2019 was a new event that I along with the former 
Mayor Councillor Trenery and a group of local Farmers, bought to our High Street the 
Uttoxeter Sheep Fair.  We were so overwhelmed with the amount of residents that visited out 
Town that day and the feedback we received for many weeks after the event was so 
encouraging.  
 

The Council and the Poppy Sellers held the annual Poppy Afternoon Tea event which was 
truly an inspirational event with many elderly residents being able to participate in singing 
some old 1940’s tunes and reminiscing of their time during WWII.  
 

The annual Christmas lights switch on was also wonderful and bought so many of the 
residents into the town for a truly awesome event.  My thanks again need to be extended 
Uttoxeter’s own Santa as well as the Fountains Signing Choir who again performed outside 
the Town Hall amidst the falling snow and reindeers. 
 

Once into 2020 the news was being dominated by what was happening in the far east and 
the impending threat of Covid-19 reaching our shores. At the end of March the country was 
forced into its first lockdown as our frontline services battled the invisible war.  This meant 
that everything that we all had planned for 2020 was now cancelled. 
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At the beginning of my report I indicated that being appointed the Mayor of Uttoxeter was 
never a box I thought I would tick during my lifetime but I can honestly say it has been an 
honour and a privilege to serve Uttoxeter Town for a period of two years and I have had the 
absolute pleasure to attend the following events: 

• The Civic Event of the Mayor of East Staffordshire, Councillor Colin Wileman 

• The D Day celebration Tea Dance 

• The 2019 High Sherriff of Staffordshire Ashley Borough’s Mayoral Drinks Party 

• My Civic Service 

• East Staffordshire Mayor’s Charity Event at the Dovecliffe Hall Hotel 

• Uttoxeter Together Day held at the Town Hall 

• Uttoxeter in Bloom Judging  

• Uttoxeter Sheep Fair 

• St Mary’s Parish Church Tower tour 

• Visit to the Hermitage Care Home for a resident’s 100th birthday 

• Chairman of South Moorlands District Council’s Civic Service 

• Uttoxeter Inter Theatre Choir performance at Highfields Court Open Day 

• Strictlee Summer Ball 

• Opening of the Denstone Show 

• Coffee morning at Redferns Cottage 

• The annual Cricket Match of the Uttoxeter Mayor and ESBC Mayor teams at Rolleston 
Cricket Ground 

• Heart of England in Bloom Awards Ceremony in Rugby 

• Chairman of SMDC’s Shooting Day Charity event at Blackshaw Moor in Leek 

• Uttoxeter Dr Johnson Celebrations with Dignitaries, members and visitors during 2019 and 
socially distanced with the Deputy Mayor in 2020. 

• Attending St Mary’s First School with the Uttoxeter in Bloom Gold Award 

• The opening of the pergola at the Uttoxeter Train Station with the Railway Station 
Volunteers together with, local schools and volunteers 

• Peeling the Onion – developing a trauma informed approach to Mental Health Awareness 
event 

• East Staffordshire Mayor’s Charity Ball 

• The inspirational Tesco Charity Buddy Bag Packing event 

• Rushcliffe Care Recruitment event for complex care village at Highfield Hall and Court 

• The Rotary Club of Uttoxeter’s Charter Night hosted by the late David Reeves 

• Poppy Appeal Race Day at Uttoxeter Racecourse hosted by Poppy Seller Judith Leedham 

• Highfield Court Afternoon Tea 

• Remembrance Parade during 2019 and then the social distanced event in 2020 

• Cheadle Christmas light switch on 

• Various Rotary Club meetings 

• St. Mary’s Entertainers Pantomime at Wilfred house 

• Mayor and Sheriff of Lichfield’s Annual Charity Dinner and Dance 

• Uttoxeter 2019 Christmas light switch on and then a socially distanced event in 2020 

• Mayor of Lichfield’s Carols for Christmas Service 

• East Staffordshire Mayor’s Christmas Carol Concert 

• Forum 50+ Christmas lunch at Bradley house 

• Painsley Catholic College Christmas Supper and Concert 

• Highfield Court Christmas event with Santa Claus 

• Busy Bee’s Nursery celebration event and open day 

• Thomas Alleyne’s High School sports pavilion opening 

• Uttoxeter community garden sponsored cycle ride at Uttoxeter Leisure Centre 

• Costa Coffee reopening event 

• Bellway Homes Bramshall Green Development show home unveiling and launch 

• Picknalls First School World Book Day for story reading to the pupils 

• Uttoxeter Lions 45th Charter Anniversary Dinner and Dance 

• Gateway’s Afternoon Tea at Uttoxeter Heath Community Centre 
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• 2020 Staffordshire High sheriff cycle ride course from Uttoxeter 

• Delivering home grown vegetables to elderly residents on behalf of the Uttoxeter 
Community Garden 

• VJ Day 2020 socially distanced at Uttoxeter War Memorial   

• 2020 High Sherriff of Staffordshire ‘socially distanced, At Home event’ 

• Community Speed Watch Team launch 

• Pumpkin weigh in at Uttoxeter Community Garden 

• Socially distanced tankard presentation to the Royal Navy Association member 

• Tree Planting event at Uttoxeter Community Garden 

• Presentation of trees to Windsor Park Middle School as winners of the Town Council’s 
National Tree Week School Picture competition 

• One of the most rewarding events during December 2019 and socially distanced during 
December 2020 was the delivery of Christmas presents and cards to all local residential 
and care homes in Uttoxeter. 
 

It has been a busy two years with a pandemic thrown into the mix.  My one sadness during 
my Mayoral term was that I was unable to keep the JCB Commemorative Plaque in its rightful 
place by the Town War Memorial despite all the necessary paperwork being authorised by 
Staffordshire County Council and extra bollards being erected around this area. I along with 
the Royal British Legion and members of this Council fought until we were given no choice 
but to remove the plaque.  However, after many telephone conversations and meetings with 
senior officers and the current Deputy Leader for Highways at Staffordshire County Council 
I have been informed that this decision can be overturned after the elections on 6 May.  This 
is not a highways issue and the plaque can be restored in its rightful place. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow Councillors, past and present, the Clerk to the Council, 
the Town Hall staff and the countless other people around Uttoxeter who have provided me 
with support and encouragement during my Term of Office.  It has been a pleasure to serve 
the residents of Uttoxeter as your Mayor over the last two years and a box I can say I have 
well and truly ticked, thank you. 
 

5. REPORTS FROM BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
It was noted that County Councillor Brookes was experiencing technical difficulties and was 
unable to join the meeting to provide a County Councillor Report. 
 

Councillor Goodfellow reported that he was in attendance at the meeting in his capacity as 
an elected member of Uttoxeter Town Council however specifically in respect of this item, he 
wished to provide an update as a Borough Councillor which was also on behalf of his three 
fellow Borough Councillors Allen, McGarry and C Sylvester.  He reported that: 

• This was unusual, as we find ourselves reporting on two years of activity, a really 
unprecedented period of us all. 

• After the May 2019 local Elections the Conservative group, having held a majority of 
Councillors put myself forward as the new Leader of the Council.   Portfolio areas were 
rearranged, and reduced the Cabinet size and brought in a fresh new team supported by 
two cabinet support members.   This included a Cabinet member specifically responsible 
for regenerating town centres and urban areas and also a Cabinet member with 
responsibility for tackling climate change.  

• During 2019, the Council made significant improvements early on, largely centred around 
Burton, over £1m investment in Station Street in Burton, and adopted a regeneration 
strategy to focus attention on areas which had been left behind in Burton. 

• Towards the end of the year Burton was identified as one of the 100 towns which would 
be able to bid for up to £25m from the Towns Fund, a bid which was subsequently 
successful.  On regeneration in Uttoxeter, the Council had been engaging with landowners 
to try and promote redevelopment of key sites that local residents wanted to see 
developed. To complement that activity, during 2019 it was agreed to develop a master 
plan which would focus attention on priority sites which have been left behind from the 
previous masterplan. 
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In addition to this, he wished to provide an update on other highlights which included: 
• The installation of LED lighting in many parks and open spaces, helping to reduce carbon 

emissions. 
• Working relentlessly to reduce homelessness and rough sleeping across the Borough, with 

numbers reducing, and then subsequently reducing to zero at the last count earlier this year. 
• New operators of both leisure centres, Everyone Active, with investments in new equipment 

such as extending and significantly upgrading fitness suite in Uttoxeter and a number of 
improvements in Meadowside Leisure centre. 

• The continued floral success of East Staffordshire, with Uttoxeter being entered into the 
National Awards for 2020, with Bramshall Park retaining its Green Flag status for another 
year. 

• Improvements made to Planning Policy, these include revisions to the Housing Choice 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD), ensuring new communities are appropriate for 
the needs of local people, an updated ESBC Design Guide SPD, providing guidance on 
appropriate spaces between new dwellings as well as a new Shop Fronts Design Guide 
SPD which prevents poorly designed shop fronts being installed.  

• Arranging and organising jobs fairs to help people find jobs in the Borough. 
 

In 2020, there had been massive upheaval to all our lives and significant strains on our 
residents and businesses.  As a Council we had to quickly adapt and work more smartly to 
ensure that our services were still safely delivered, and I am extremely pleased that we 
managed to keep the vast majority of our critical services operating throughout the year despite 
the many challenges that the pandemic threw up.  He reported that: 

• Across the whole Borough, we have administered £38.4m in Business Rate Reliefs to 857 
businesses and organisations, £16.1m in Business Support Grants to over 5,500 recipients, 
nearly £800,000 in Council Tax Hardship Fund payments to over 3,400 recipients and over 
£339,000 in Test and Trace Support Payments. 

• We refocussed our activities around Covid related activities including Environmental Health 
and Civil Enforcement to ensure businesses have been operating in a Covid-secure 
manner.  We deployed Covid Marshalls and Councillor McGarry as Mayor and Cabinet 
Support Members has led the Re-opening of our High Streets safely work.  We have also 
supported the County Council work on reducing the infection rate locally, managing 
outbreaks, and supporting both testing and vaccination work.  Our work will obviously 
continue in this area over the coming weeks and months as the economy is opened up and 
hopefully we can all get back to a degree of new normal. 
 

He reported on other things that the Borough Councillors wished to mention: 

• The provision of CCTV has been reviewed and during this year the Cabinet will take steps 
to review and make changes to the service to ensure it is fit for the future; ensuring that the 
cameras that are here are in the right places, are effective and dynamic and are able to be 
changed if necessary. 

• In response to national and international concerns around Climate Change, the Council has 
declared a Climate Emergency and in support of this Climate Emergency declaration, the 
Council has developed a wide ranging, comprehensive action plan which focuses on 
tackling these issues. We have also engaged with the emerging initiatives in Uttoxeter 
around becoming zero carbon. 

• In recognition of the prominent role our open spaces play across the Borough in particular 
for Bramshall Road park, a 10-year Park Development Plan has been approved this year 
and it focuses on community health, sustainability and climate change and includes 
activities such as tree planting, tree management and volunteer recruitment.  

• As you know ESBC adopted a new Master Plan for Uttoxeter town centre which identifies 
four key areas for regeneration and redevelopment. Uttoxeter Quarry, The Maltings, the 
Trinity area and the former Wheatsheaf pub site.  Despite much misinformation being 
spread to the contrary, these are not concrete plans, but an element of the development 
process designed to promote regeneration of these sites. As promised, there will be further 
consultation on moving forward proposals for each of these hopefully commencing in June 
2021. 
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Lastly on behalf of the Borough Councillors, he wished to conclude with a summary of 
Community Funding, through the grant schemes, we have secured since 2019:  
• A Councillors Community Fund grant was awarded for the purchase of 10 cool boxes to 

assist with food deliveries across the borough being co-ordinated by Burton Albion 
Community Trust for the East Staffordshire Hub in the early stages of the first national 
lockdown. 

• A CCF grant was awarded to Uttoxeter Heath Community Centre for the purchase of 
resources to create activity boxes for local children during Covid-19. 

• A CCF grant was awarded to Picknalls First School to contribute towards the creation of an 
outdoor learning area. 

• A CCF grant of £1,000.00 was awarded to Highfield Court to contribute towards the costs 
of creating a community garden. 

• £24,588.85 Neighbourhood Development Fund grant was issued to Kirk House to enable 
two more bed spaces for elderly care. 

• CCF grant of £340 for Uttoxeter Churches Together to run summer activities. 
• CCF grant of £1,000 to Highfield Activity Centre to help them develop their sensory garden  
• CCF grant of £1,000 for YESS, a mental health and wellbeing charity. 
• Community garden at the Uttoxeter Heath Community Centre received £1,000 to start the 

new community garden. 
• Uttoxeter biodiversity group received £789.75 to pay for hedgehog houses. 
• Uttoxeter Pre-school were supported with £830.62 towards a new kitchen. 
• Gateway Club received £990 to pay for annual passes for their members and; 
• Uttoxeter Juniors Football Club received a grant of £159 to enter a team into a tournament. 
 
Councillor Goodfellow reported that this report was on behalf of all four Borough Councillors 
representing Uttoxeter and that he, together with Councillors C Sylvester and Allen wished to 
thank Councillor McGarry for her constant support as part of the wider Borough team but also 
for unflinching support of the whole town of Uttoxeter. She had committed a lot to fulfil the role 
of the Mayor and during such a tumultuous time we could not have asked for a better person 
to lead the Town Council and to work with as ward members.  Thank you Madam Mayor. 

 

6. COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES (TOWN, BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL) 
The Clerk provided  details on the responsibilities of the Town, Borough and County Council 
for information and retention for ease of use.   
 

RESOLVED that the same be noted. 
 

7.    GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 The Chair opened the meeting for general discussion and invited questions from members of 

the public. 
 
A member of the public wished to seek clarity from Councillor Goodfellow on the update given 
during the meeting on the Town centre Masterplan.  She reported that it had been stated that 
further consultation would take place, what details were available on the consultation and what 
was on the masterplan now. 
 

Councillor Goodfellow responded to the member of the public by stating that it was hoped that 
further consultation would take place in June. 
 
The member of the public sought clarity on the ‘misconception’.  She stated that we understand 
and that we need to overturn the masterplan.   
 
Councillor Goodfellow reiterated that the masterplan was, as explained earlier in the meeting, 
the masterplan is not a concrete set of plans that is definitely going to happen.  The masterplan 
is part of a suite of planning documents which indicate the type of development that would be 
acceptable.  Taking the Maltings as an example as this is the one that concerns people most, 
what the masterplan actually indicates for the Maltings is that the Council would support a 
mixed-use development of retail and residential; that is effectively what the masterplan states. 
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Councillor Goodfellow stated that there is no specific detail of exactly what would happen and 
if proposals come forward, clearly proposals will come forward, but at the moment, there are 
no proposals come forward and there is further consultation due, so if you believe that the 
masterplan is going to be developed as physically viewed, this is not what happens with a 
masterplan.  The principle of the mixed-use development is what has been agreed and not the 
specifics of the development. 
 
The member of the public sought further clarity on the mixed-use development.  Councillor 
Goodfellow reported that a mixed-use development as the masterplan states was a mix of 
retail and housing. 
 
The member of the public sought clarity on the removal of the bus station and for the proposal 
of building houses on the Maltings.  Councillor Goodfellow reported that the masterplan was 
not a detailed plan. 
 
The member of the public enquired about the fees paid for the production of the masterplan.  
The member of the public reported that the Mayor had mentioned Uttoxeter in Bloom with her 
report and stated that the Group makes the Town look very pretty however she wished to 
express her concerns about the pigeon infestation within the town centre and enquired what 
actions the Council was taking to resolve the problem. 
 
The Chair reported that the planting scheme was in place for Uttoxeter in Bloom working 
together with ESBC’s Open Spaces team.  She reported that for a number of months the 
Council had been in liaison with the owner of the Maltings and Environmental Health regarding 
the increase of pigeons within the town centre and the Maltings.  She stated that the situation 
was sadly being made worse by unknown persons who were feeding the pigeons on a regular 
basis which was attracting more birds to be within the town centre.  She reassured the member 
of the public that this would continue to be monitored going forward. 

 

A member of the public wished to address her question to Councillor Goodfellow regarding the 
important Masterplan.  She referred to his Borough Councillor Report and she stated that you 
referred to one of the areas that had been put forward within the plan for regeneration as the 
Trinity Area.  She reported that this was different to the way that it was referred to in the 
masterplan as adopted on 21 December last year which refers to it as Trinity Square.  She 
sought clarity on this matter. 

 

The member of the public reported that in the masterplan referred to one of the sites being 
Trinity Square.  Councillor Goodfellow agreed.  She reported that the Trinity Square area which 
is mentioned in the masterplan has caused quite a lot of concern as it has been suggested that 
it would be regenerated into housing and there are many viable businesses in Trinity Square.  
She stated that she was a little unsure why it has been referred to this evening as Trinity area. 
She sought clarity that Councillor Goodfellow meant Trinity Square Councillor Goodfellow 
reported that the area referred to in the masterplan includes Trinity carpark, the shopping area 
and the adjacent Medical Centre.  The member of the public expressed her thanks for the 
clarification. 
 

A member of the public enquired how the Town Council was going to help the small businesses 
now the shops were opening up after the Covid-19 lockdown.  The Chair reported that ESBC 
had provided grants that were available to all businesses within the town during the lockdown.  
She reported that as Town Councillors, it was for the members to promote the town as much 
as possible and bring events into the town to increase footfall, such as the makers market and  
the Sheep Fair and will support bringing the footfall back into the town. 
 
The member of the public enquired if the Town Council could look at reducing the carparking 
charges to encourage people to visit the town to help the small business. 
 

The Chair stated that this was a service provided by ESBC and that the Town Council has no 
jurisdiction.  She reported that this is something that the Town Council could lobby ESBC 
subject to the matter being bought forward as an Agenda item. 
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A member of the public reported that she wished to make a further point in regard to the 
comments about the masterplan and Councillor Goodfellow explaining, as several Councillors 
have explained to us over this period, that it is just an illustrative plan.  We understand that but 
wished to state that the problem is that once the ideas put forward in the plan, should a 
developer at some time in the future come along with an idea or proposal which follows and 
complies with something in that plan, then you as Councillors and Borough Councillors are 
going to have difficulty in turning any of those proposals down because they are included within 
your plan. 
 
Councillor Goodfellow requested to respond to the comment made by the member of the 
public.  He reported that there was a misconception that was important to clear up.  He 
understood the point being made by the member of the public.  The point that needed to be 
understood was for example purposes, he used the Maltings, if the member of the public was 
saying that, should a developer come and seek planning permission along the lines of the 
illustration in the masterplan, what would need to be appreciated is that the illustration in the 
masterplan brings in areas of land which are currently owned by the Borough Council, the 
maltings carpark and the land of the bus station.  Frankly it would be inconceivable for anyone 
to bring forward plans on land that they do not own without having discussions first.  The 
Council would not be powerless to do anything and he stated that he did not foresee that 
circumstance happening.  If proposals and developments were to come forward, it would 
involve discussion with the landowners so the purpose of the bus station and the carpark area 
being included within the illustrations is to demonstrate that depending on what a future 
proposal might be, that the Council may be prepared to contribute to that in some way by a 
potentially proposition of land. He stated that the Council did not have a great deal of funding 
to support for regeneration and that a large proportion of the Maltings was in third party 
ownership and was not owned by the Borough Council.  He stated that one of the potential 
options as outlined in the masterplan is for the potential release of some Council owned land 
to help and promote part a wider and better development which clearly would not happen 
without the agreement of the Council more fully and it would be a decision that was likely to 
have to go back to full Council.  He understood the points and concerns raised by the member 
of the public and stated that it would not be a practical outcome as the Council as an interested 
party and landowner of those areas would not necessarily proceed along those lines without 
further consultation. 
 
Councillor Krupski expressed his concerns with the comments made by Councillor Goodfellow 
and felt that they were quite erroneous having looked at the situation for the last 9 months and 
having spoken with the CEO of ESBC and Planning.  He felt that he was not clear in his 
analysis and that he had been economical with the comments made. 

 
Councillor T Crutchley wished to make a point that the parking charges as raised by a member 
of the public.  She stated that we could have less control over carparking if the carparking was 
reduced and it was privatised. 

 
The meeting closed at 7.50pm. 

 
 


